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What is the CGA?
➔ A not-for-profit devoted to bridging the gap 

between theatre and sustainability. 
➔ Three prong approach to aiding arts 

organizations
◆ Resources 
◆ Education
◆ Community 

➔ Free membership organization that offers 
resources, one-on-one consultation and 
training for arts organizations.



What is the Sustainable 
Theatre Guidebook (and 
who is it for?) 

➔ Guide of best practices for making 
ecologically responsible theatre in Canada.

➔ Each chapter is dedicated to a different 
theatrical department.

➔ Co-authored by experts in sustainable theatre 
across the country 

➔ Inspiring think pieces by some of Canada’s 
leading artivists 

FAQ
“How do I access the 
Guide and how much 
will it cost?”

The guide will be free 
and open source to our 
membership.



The Guide at a 
Glance...

Our guidebook was co-authored by 

experts in sustainable theatre across 
the country.  

These experts range from arts workers 
to green energy consultants, from 
chefs to activists, politicians, architects 
and beyond. 



How Does The 
Guide Work?

Each chapter is broken up into 
three categories:

➔ System Swaps
➔ New Systems 
➔ Community



Category 1: Systems Swaps 

➔ Systems your team likely has in place already
➔ Small tweaks can make large impact
➔ Generally low cost, or free to implement 

➔ Renter friendly 



Category 2: New Systems

➔ New technologies, programs, partnerships or 
products for your team to consider 
implementing

➔ May require some time and/or budget to 
carry out

➔ Some swaps are renter friendly, but this 
category also includes physical swaps and 
upgrades to building operations



Category 3: Community

➔ Ways your theatrical practice can benefit the 
surrounding community 

➔ Tips for adaptive reuse and space sharing
➔ Forging new audience models through 

sustainability education and commitment
➔ Generally low cost, or free
➔ Great for Renters



Chapters of Best 
Practice

Each department of the theatrical 
process has been dedicated a chapter 
of best practices, authored by experts 
across the country. 

Kevin Matthew Wong of Why Not and 
Broadleaf penned our Climate 
Conscious Producing chapter. 





Inspiring Essays

Between pragmatic chapters of best 
practices, some of Canada’s leaders in 

sustainability and art ruminate on the 
different ways artsworkers can show 
up in the climate conversation. 

Emma Stenning, the former Executive 
Director of Soulpepper is a great 
example of the climate leaders 
featured in the Guide. 



Resource Links & 
Index

➔ Each chapter contains easily 
clickable links to products and 
tools referenced

➔ Enables your team to easily 
source the recommended 
material, or inspire you to find 
similar products

➔ Saves organizations time and 
research





Discovery Meetings

When an organization or individual 
becomes a member of the Canadian 
Green Alliance, they have the 
opportunity to book a Discovery 
Meeting with the team. These 
meetings allow the CGA to tailor make 
an approach to sustainability that suits 
the budget, time constraints, size and 
mandate of the organization or 
artsworker. Through this approach we 
have welcomed: 



We’ve welcomed:

28 Authors and 
Contributors
The guidebook is home to experts 
from across the country. 

50 Organizations
Theatres of all sizes, budgets and 
locations from coast to coast. 

100s of Individuals 
and Volunteers
Artsworkers concerned about the 
footprint of their practice can join 
and access all our free resources, 
as well as volunteer with the CGA 
at our in person and online events.



Upcoming Projects of the CGA

Green Mentorship
A new program to aid post 
secondary arts workers in finding 
industry mentors who prioritize 
the planet in their practice. 

Creative 
Marketplace 
A buy, sell, rent and borrow 
platform that allows companies to 
share and reuse resources

CGA Garden 
Project
An annual grant gifted to a 
theatrical organization to create a 
community garden.



 


